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Policy Name
4.4210 Prior Learning Assessment

Purpose and Scope

This policy recognizes that students may acquire knowledge equivalent to that obtained through completion of
courses through their professional experience or other methods of instruction. Prior knowledge may be
demonstrated in three ways: standardized examinations by nationally recognized external testing
organizations; examinations administered internally by Alvernia University departments; and portfolio
assessment.

Prior learning assessment is a student-centered and faculty-driven process for awarding students college credit
for demonstrated knowledge. Alvernia University's Prior Learning Assessment program will be administered
through the Alvernia University Division of Academic Affairs.

Title or Role Definition and What They Are Responsible For
Senior Vice President of Maintains and enforces this policy. Receives exceptions to the
Academic Affairs and Provost ~ policy.

Senior Leadership Team Serves as final
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Residency: Credits for demonstrated knowledge earned through any prior learning method do not fulfill
Alvernia University residency requirements or Bachelor's Degree Requirements for Transfer Students.

Grading: Credit awarded by prior learning assessment at Alvernia University shall receive a neutral grade such
as "P" for Pass or "
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Credit for prior learning can be awarded through approved standardized examinations administered by
nationally recognized testing organizations. To find the approved standardized tests and the scores
required by individual programs, check the Alvernia University Registrar's webpage.

PLA Awarded by Portfolio Assessment

Credit for prior learning can be awarded through a portfolio assessment process managed by an
academic department at Alvernia University.

Prior learning assessment by portfolio assessment will follow a course-equivalency credit model.
Students demonstrate college-level learning by submitting a portfolio consisting of an organized
collection of evidence demonstrating mastery of the learning outcomes of a specific course offered at
Alvernia University or for general elective credit upon admission.

Military Credit

A student may earn up to 3 PED elective credits through military training following the American Council
on Education (ACE) credit recommendations.

Fees for Prior Learning Assessment

Fees are assessed based on the services performed for review and assessment of Prior Learning awarded
through Portfolio Assessment and Internal Examinations. Fees are assessed, regardless of whether the
application is approved or denied, at the rate provided annually in the fees schedule in the course catalog.
Should an application for PLA be denied and submitted for re-application, the fees will be reassessed.

Tuition Credit Charges

4.4210 Prior Learning Assessment l 40f7 l Last Updated: 4/25/2024



4.4210 4' 50f7 |7



4.4210 Prior Learning Assessment l 6 of 7 l Last Updated: 4/25/2024





/sites/default/files/documents/4.4530%20Honor%20Code%20Policy%20and%20Procedures%202025.pdf
/sites/default/files/documents/REVISED%20FINAL%20Policy%20and%20Procedure%20Exception%20Form%201-28-25.docx
/sites/default/files/documents/REVISED%20FINAL%20Policy%20and%20Procedure%20Exception%20Form%201-28-25.docx
/sites/default/files/documents/REVISED%20FINAL%20Policy%20and%20Procedure%20Exception%20Form%201-28-25.docx

	Policy Name
	Purpose and Scope
	Policy
	Definitions
	Overview
	Fees for Prior Learning Assessment
	Tuition Credit Charges for Prior Learning Assessment
	Transcription

	Procedure
	Application and Submission for PLA Portfolio Assessment and Internal Examinations
	Portfolio Contents

	Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
	Appeals
	Exceptions to Policy
	Policy Review
	Related Policies
	Exhibits and References
	Document Review Log

